v.]                  THE FARLEY ADMINISTRATION.                 101

Minister into the House of Commons, to tell the Secretary
of State that "I would not dine with him if he dined
Jate." He is still a novice at the Saturday dinners when
the Duke of Shrewsbury appears: Swift whispers that he
does not like to see a stranger among them; and St.
John has to explain that the Duke has written for leave. .
St. John then tells Swift that the Duke of Buckingham
desires his acquaintance. The Duke, replied Swift, has
not made sufficient advances: and he always expects great-
er advances from men in proportion to their rank. Dukes
and great men yielded, if only to humour the pride of
this audacious parson: and Swift soon came to be pes-
tered by innumerable applicants, attracted by his ostenta-
tion of influence. Even ministers applied through him.
"There is not one of them/' he says, in January, 1713,
"but what will employ me as gravely to speak for them
to Lord Treasurer as if I were their brother or his." He
is proud of the burden of influence with the great, though
he affects to complain. The most vivid picture of Swift
in all his glory is in a familiar passage from Bishop Ken-
nett's diary:

"Swift," says Kennett, in 1713, " came into the coffee-house,and
had a bow from everybody but me. When I came to the antecham-
ber to wait before prayers Dr. Swift was the principal man of talk
and business, and acted as Minister of Requests. He was soliciting
the Earl of Arran to speak to his brother, the Duke of Ormond, to
get a chaplain's place established in the garrison of Hull for Mr.
Mddes, a clergyman in that neighbourhood, who had lately been in
jail, and published sermons to pay fees. He was promising Mr.
Thorold to undertake with my Lord Treasurer that according to his
petition he should obtain a salary of 2002. per annum, as minister of
the English Church at Rotterdam. He stopped, F. Gwynne, Esq.,
going in with the red bag to the Queen, and told him aloud he had
something to say to him from my Lord Treasurer. He talked with